PRESS RELEASE
HIROAKI MIYAYAMA - ETCHINGS 
Galerie KusKovu, Biskupsky dvur 6, Prague 1, www.kuskovu.cz, info@kuskovu.cz, tel.: +420 737 200 127

Sales exhibition 7. 8. – 27. 9. 2012
Open Tuesday - Friday 1 – 6 pm. - or telephone to arrange a private visit, free admission
Gallery KusKovu cordially invites you the exhibition of etchings by Japanese artist Hiroaki Miyayama.
Hiroaki Miyayama (1955) is an important Japanese artist and president of the famous Japanese print studio „UTSUSHI“. Mr. Miyayama worked for over 20 years devising an unique technique using sheets of gold, silver or aluminium as part of his prints. At this exhibition in the Gallery KusKovu he presents a collection of works illustrating the traditional 11th century Japanese novel “The Tale of Genji”. 

Mr. Miyayama himself says about his technique: “My image is completely Japanese, although I make my print by aquatint. It’s a technique invented in Europe. Traditional techniques like Japanese painting and wood-cut print are good at expressing colour, but they are not so effective at showing three dimensions. I respect artists from the Edo period especially Utagawa Hiroshige and Sakai Hou-itsu and always imagine the work that they would be doing if they were still alive today. I’m sure that they would be utilising European techniques to emphasise three dimensions. You can find there is some shading in my work giving the images these three dimensions. It’s the Japanese tradition.“

The Managing Director of the Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art, Andrey Martynov, who has organised a number of Hiroaki Miyayama’s exhibitions all over Russia and who has attended his Prague opening in the Gallery KusKovu says: “Contemporary art often becomes dry, sometimes ugly, full of visible or hidden violence and political overload. It is the time to turn back to look at traditions. As Fedor Dostoyevsky said – Beauty will save the world.”
Hiroakin Miyayama’s thoughts are similar: “I think Modernism began from Gustave Courbet. He said “If you want to make me paint an angel, you must put an angel in front of me”. It’s the declaration of Realism. It also means art left the narrative behind, then Impressionism expressed beautiful colour created by the light. It means they also abandoned the form. Then Cubism translated three dimensions into a two dimensional canvas and then abstract paintings abandoned the reality… To make the art pure they rejected many elements of traditional painting in order to achieve this purity. But I think the art itself then became poor., so I have tried to reintroduce the elements, step-by-step, that Modernism abandoned.
Ten years ago I arrived at the concept of the story and found it to be one of the most important elements for my art. In Europe you have The Bible and Greek myths. In Japan we have The Tale of Genji and One Hundred Poems. When I began to make prints inspired by Genji, I was amazed to find that I could make completely new and original images from the ideas that his work suggested to me.“

About Gallery KusKovu:

Since 2006, Gallery KusKovu (Piece of Metal) has presented objets d’art, sculpture and jewellery made from metal or metal combined with other materials in its permanent collection. Gallery KusKovu introduces art pieces by Czech artist blacksmiths and goldsmiths, both experienced and recent graduates. Its priority is conceptional originality and exceptional craftsmanship. Gallery KusKovu regularly gives exhibitions of artists working with metal and other materials.
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